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is another proposition altogether, Against the latter Britain
we must, in self-defence, push on our naval defensive forces
with the utmost rapidity." They point to the capture of
the Danish fleet a hundred years ago as a precedent of what
might happen at the present day, and, when they find
Members of Parliament actually suggesting the capture or
destruction of the German fleet, they are driven to the
conclusion that their world-wide commerce, their infant
colonies, and their immense mercantile marine demand the
existence of a strong navy, as a weak one would only be a
temptation to an enemy, They claim that they are only
following our example, our precept, and our practice, and
looked at from that point of view it is impossible to blame
them.

At the same time Germany must clearly understand
that, if she is ambitious of obtaining possession of territory
which at present belongs to any of the Great Powers, there
is no hope of an agreement on that subject without the
arbitrament of war, and the consequences of that would be
so tremendous, that she must surely hesitate before she took
any steps which would cause an outbreak. The United
States would resist any attempt at any settlement on the
American Continents involving political domination, and, of
course, Great Britain would not give up without a determined
struggle any of her possessions to a Foreign Power. The
British Colonies are practically self-governing States, and
they would resist to the death any attempt to bring them
under the dominion of a military Power like Germany, while
Japan and China are not likely to allow any further en-
croachments in the Far East, so that it may be taken for
granted that in the Pacific area, at any rate, all possible
ambitions of the Western Powers have been arrested.

The question naturally arises, What does Germany in-
tend to do with her large navy? It has been suggested
that complications may soon be expected on the Continent
of Europe, and that Germany is preparing herself for the
contingencies which may arise, so that her influence may be